
 Netherlands:Overview

Overall responsibility for the public-private education system lies with the State. The Ministry of Education, Culture and Science is
headed by the Minister of Education, Culture and Science. A State Secretary (junior minister) of Education, Culture and Science is
appointed.
 
The Ministry of Education, Culture and Science lays down conditions for early childhood education and care, primary and secondary
education. The provinces have a limited role to play when it comes to managing education and its content. They are required to
perform supervisory and jurisdictional duties. The administration and management of schools of primary and secondary general and
vocational education is locally organized.

Since 1 January 1998 all adult and vocational education institutions have been incorporated in regional training centres (ROCs).

The Government lays down a framework within which higher education (HBO) institutions have to operate, but it is the responsibility
of the competent authority to expand on the Government framework within the teaching and examination regulations. For the
universities the same legal framework is applied as for the HBO institutions.

While Eurypedia provides comprehensive and comparable information on the education system of the Netherlands, further
information may also be found on the website of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science.
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Common European Reference Tools
Provided by the Eurydice Network

National Student Fee and Support Systems ●

Organisation of the Academic Year in Higher Education ●

Organisation of School Time in Europe (Primary and general secondary education)    ●

Recommended Annual Taught Time in Full-Time Compulsory Education in Europe (Presented by grades/stages for full time●
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https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Netherlands:Organisation_of_Early_Childhood_Education_and_Care
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Netherlands:Organisation_of_Primary_Education
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Netherlands:Organisation_of_General_Lower_Secondary_Education
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Netherlands:Organisation_of_General_Lower_Secondary_Education
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Netherlands:Organisation_of_Vocational_Secondary_Education_(MBO)
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Netherlands:Higher_Education
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Netherlands:Higher_Education
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Netherlands:Higher_Education
http://english.minocw.nl/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/File:Diagram_Netherlands.png
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/File:Diagram_key_EN.png
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/education/eurydice/documents/facts_and_figures/fees_and_support.pdf
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/education/eurydice/documents/facts_and_figures/academic_calendar_EN.pdf
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/education/eurydice/documents/facts_and_figures/school_calendar_EN.pdf
http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/education/eurydice/documents/facts_and_figures/taught_time_EN.pdf


 
compulsory education as well as by subject and country.) 
Teachers and School Heads Salaries and Allowances in Europe (Salaries and allowances of teachers and school heads at pre-primary,●

primary, lower secondary and upper secondary education levels.) 
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http://eacea.ec.europa.eu/education/eurydice/documents/facts_and_figures/salaries_EN.pdf

